
Have you ever wanted to attend an exciting, informative music conference but  
either time or budget (or both!) won’t allow it? Here’s good news . . . this is your  
chance to be a part of just such an event—right in your own home church!

Marty Parks and Easy 2 Excel have partnered to provide choral music reading sessions, featuring the latest 
releases designed for the smaller church choir in local churches around the country. What a great opportunity 
to see what’s new and, of course, spend a little time addressing some of the challenges and issues we all face 
in the ministry of music and worship. We’d love for you to consider hosting an event like this. You can schedule 
your event, or ask questions, by calling STEVE SPENCER at 1-816-931-1900. Let us hear from you today!
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Welcome to the Easy 2 Excel Communique’ ! This is our 
14th year of continuous publication of this little news-
letter, designed as a resource for you and  especially 
geared for those who lead small church music minis-
tries. It’s a companion to our Easy 2 Excel product line 
from Lillenas Publishing Company.

As you probably know, Easy 2 Excel was created to offer 
you choral anthems, collections and musicals that are 
for “the real world”.  You’ll always find comfortable 
vocal ranges, accessible rhythms, playable accompani-
ments and, in short, music that makes even the small-
est choir sound great . . . all built around material that 
underscores the great truths of our faith and the unal-
terable promises of God. We’ve always called it “quality 
music for limited resources”, and we stick by that.

The Communique’ goes hand in hand with this product 
line, offering practical tips for the director, a few ideas 
you’ll want to share with your choir and worship team, 
and updates on the latest releases from Easy 2 Excel. 
I thought you might enjoy the following story that 
appeared in our very first issue years ago. As I read it 
again, I’m reminded that we’re in this together—you, 
your choir and Easy 2 Excel. Believe it or not, it’s a lot 
like the geese described here:

Next fall, when you see geese headed south for the 
winter—flying in V formation—you might consider what 
science has discovered as to why they fly that way.

As each bird flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the 
bird immediately following. By flying in V formation, 
the whole flock adds at least 71 percent greater flying 
range than if each bird flew on its own. People who share 
a common direction and sense of community can get 
where they are going more quickly and easily because 
they travel on the thrust of one another.

When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the 
drag and resistance of trying to go it alone, and quickly 
gets back into formation to take advantage of the  

lifting power of the bird in front. If we have as much  
sense as a goose, we’ll stay in formation with those who 
are headed in the same way we are.

When the head goose gets tired, it rotates back in the 
wing and another goose flies point. It is sensible to take 
turns doing the demanding jobs—whether with people 
or with geese flying south. Geese honk from behind to 
encourage those up front to keep up their speed. What  
do we say when we “honk” from behind?

Finally—and this is important—when a goose gets sick 
or is wounded by gunshots and falls out of formation, 
two other geese follow that goose down to lend help and 
protection. They actually stay with the fallen goose until 
it is able to fly or until it dies. Only then do they launch 
out on their own or with another formation to catch up 
with their group. If we have the sense of a goose, we’ll 
stand by and work with each other like that.

Enjoy this issue of  
The Communique’ !

The following contains thoughts that every choir and  
worship team member has entertained at some point.  

Maybe they, too, need to hear these words—

You got up early this morning.
You worked hard all day.
You were late getting home.

You ate an on-the-run warmed-over supper.
You glanced at the rolled-up newspaper.
You flipped through the five bills—today’s only mail.

You climbed back into the car.
You were ten minutes late to rehearsal.

And now somebody wants you to work hard, sing well,  
and participate with enthusiasm during a long practice  
session.

Your attitude is “I gave at the office.” But look around you. 
There is a room full of people that know just how you  
feel because everyone has nights like this. Everyone sits 
through choir rehearsal now and then when they’d  
rather be somewhere—anywhere—else. Everyone has  
those times when they don’t care if they have a pencil to 
mark their music because they don’t care where they’re  
supposed to breathe!

And when you go home, you say to yourself, “I don’t even 
know why I went; it was just a waste of time.” And God  
says, “I understand. I know you can’t give 100 percent all  
the time.”

The thing we have to remember is that God doesn’t always 
reward us for performance, but sometimes purely for  
our sense of responsibility. And you have acted on your  
commitment to the choir. You have honored your calling  
to its ministry.

You are here!

How to Simplify 
Your Life

Sticking to Your 
Commitment

Be Still . . . and Know that I am God
Reflections and Meditations from the Ages
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  1.	 Take one day a month to seek the Lord in 
fasting and prayer and to plan out the  
following month.

  2.	 Check plans and projects through authority 
and wise counsel.

  3.	 Plan a schedule and be punctual to keep  
that schedule.

  4.	 On trips, maintain your normal schedule as 
much as possible.

  5.	 Prepare for the next day the night before.

  6.	 Rise early to invest time with God in reading 
His Word and in prayer.

  7.	 Write out a list of things to do for each day 
and number or list them in order of their  
priority.

  8.	 Make wise use of spare minutes.

  9.	 Establish a system of filing for personal and 
business documents.

10.	 Store similar items and materials together 
near the place they’ll be used.

11.	 Give to those in need.

12.	 Do the best you can with what you have and 
leave the results to God.

13.	 When you plan to buy something, take time 
to pray and see if you can live without it or 
discover a creative solution.

14.	 Learn those pursuits for which you are  
suited. Learn as much about as many skills  
as possible, becoming proficient in some.

15.	 Prepare a list of individuals who are experts 
in their field and who could give advice 
should the need arise.

I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways. I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.  
—PSALM 119: 15, 16 NIV

Silence is not a thing we make: it is something into which we enter. We talk about “keeping silence.”  
We keep only that which is precious. Silence is precious, for it is of God.  

In silence alone can his voice be heard and his word spoken.  
—MOTHER MARIBEL

“In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength.”
—ISAIAH 30: 15 NIV

Better that we remain silent and allow our soul, that is always longing for solitude,  
to sigh without words to God.   

—PAUL TILLICH

Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long. How sweet are your words to my taste,  
sweeter than honey to my mouth!  

—PSALM 119: 97, 103 NIV

Solitude is the audience-chamber of God.   
—WALTER SAVAGE LANDOR

“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”  
The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.   

—PSALM 46: 10, 11 NIV

Drop Thy still dews of quietness till all our strivings cease; Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess the beauty of Thy peace.

—JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER

Don’t Forget This Great Opportunity 
from Easy 2 Excel and Marty Parks!

( I t  Wi l l  Be  Wor th I t ! )


